Journey to the Cross
2013
Cast: Jesus, Judas, Peter, Pilate, women and men disciples, 2 chief priests, servant girl, soldiers, Joseph of Arimathea, Narrator, 3 readers

Narrator
I would like you to join me in a journey - a journey that will take us back some 2000 years.  A journey through one of the most celebrated and intense weeks in the Christian story-  the journey to the cross.   As we follow the journey you will enter the upper room where you will share in the Passover meal - the last supper.  A short walk to the Garden of Gethsemane where we will see Jesus praying and we will learn of Jesus disappointment at the actions, or was it lack of action, on the part of his disciples.  We will move to the courtyard where Peter is confronted with three people who believe him to be associated with the Nazarene.  Then another short walk to Pilate’s court.  The journey then follows the crowd to Golgotha where the crucifixion takes place and then proceeds to the tomb into which Jesus was laid.  Our story doesn’t end there but you’ll have to wait to catch the final page of this momentous story as the week unfolds. 

This journey includes a sung refrain, Kyrie Eleison. These words are very old, and have been sung in churches for hundreds and hundreds of years when this story is told. They mean, God have mercy. As we make our way through this story, we sing these words and the song and the story become our prayer to God. 
The journey begins as Jesus makes his way into Jerusalem. People lined the streets and called out “Hosanna.” Come save us. They had great hopes that Jesus’s arrival meant their struggle would be over. The choir will lead this part of the story.

Choir: “Let the King Come In”

Reader 1 Luke 19:28–40
28(Jesus) went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. (Jesus walks in through the congregation and out the back)  36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
Choir: “In the Shadow of the Palms”

Narrator

Imagine yourself in the centre of a bustling city, getting ready for a yearly religious festival. But there is tension in the air. The Roman soldiers are everywhere, so you are taken to the centre of the city to a room above the crush of the crowd on the street, to the upper room where you will hear about the Passover meal. 

(Lights on the communion table where the Passover meal is ready.)
(Jesus enters from the sound room and stands motionless behind the table with disciples)

1. The Passover Meal

Narrator 

The Passover table is set as for an elaborate festive meal.  The best available table cloth and table ware, candles and flowers set the scene for a joyful celebration.  At the place where the leader of the ceremony, is to be seated the most important Passover symbols are placed on an elaborately decorated plate.  This meal tells the story of the Exodus from Egypt. Every part of the meal means something:

Three pieces of unleavened bread (matzah or matzo) represent the manna in the wilderness. 

Herbs, such as parsley, are dipped in salt water in the course of the meal reminding them of the bitterness of their slavery. 

A fruit purée, called charoset, made from apples, walnuts, cinnamon and moistened with red wine, serves as a reminder of the mortar with which the Israelite slaves made bricks for their Egyptian masters. 

Wine, a symbol of joy, is sipped four times during the Seder. 

The Cup of Elijah, a specially decorated goblet or glass, is set for the prophet Elijah who is expected to return at Passover to announce the coming of the Messiah. 

Reader #2  Read Luke 22:14–16, 19. 
14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15He said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’
(Have Jesus break the matzoh and pass it around.)

Read Luke 22:20. 
20And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 
(Have Jesus raise the cup and mimic passing it to others).

Read Luke 22:21–23, 31–34.
21But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 22For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!’ 23Then they began to ask one another which one of them it could be who would do this.
31 ‘Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, 32but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.’ 33And he said to him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!’ 34Jesus said, ‘I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me.’

(Lights off the table)
Singing “Kyrie Eleison” 2X
2. The Garden of Gethsemane
Narrator 
We move now to the Garden of Gethsemane where we find Jesus praying while the disciples, who are also supposed to be praying, fall asleep. On the night before he was crucified, Jesus was in great danger.  Judas, one of the twelve disciples, had left the Passover meal and went to accept a bribe of thirty pieces of silver in return for telling the priests where they could find and arrest Jesus.  Jesus went to the garden of Gethsemane, just outside of Jerusalem, to pray.  He was feeling a dizzying mix of emotions.  It is here that the greatest struggle of his soul takes place. He is heading for a confrontation with both Jewish and Roman authorities. It is dangerous. He could turn back. Could he remain faithful to the dream God had placed in his heart, even under threat of death? 

(lights on the garden) Jesus and the disciples move from the table into the garden; later Judas and soldiers
Reader #3  Luke 22:39–53.

39 He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him. 40When he reached the place, he said to them, ‘Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.’ 41Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42‘Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.’  43Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. 44In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground. 45When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, 46and he said to them, ‘Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.’

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 48but Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?’ 49When those who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, ‘Lord, should we strike with the sword?’ 50Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51But Jesus said, ‘No more of this!’ And he touched his ear and healed him. 52Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had come for him, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? 53When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!’

(Disciples disburse in all directions. Jesus is taken down middle aisle to the back. Peter follows and stops by the fire)
(lights off the garden)

Singing  “Kyrie Eleison”
3. In the Courtyard – Betrayal

Narrator 
The gang that had seized Jesus led him before Caiaphas the Chief Priest, where the religious scholars and leaders had assembled. Peter followed at a safe distance until they got to the Chief Priest’s courtyard.

(lights on the centre)
Reader 1  Luke 22:54–62
54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance. 55When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 56Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, ‘This man also was with him.’ 57But he denied it, saying, ‘Woman, I do not know him.’ 58A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, ‘You also are one of them.’ But Peter said, ‘Man, I am not!’ 59Then about an hour later yet another kept insisting, ‘Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.’ 60But Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are talking about!’ At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. 61The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.’ 62And he went out and wept bitterly.
(Peter runs down to the front, looks both ways and runs out)

(lights off the courtyard)
Singing
 “Kyrie Eleison”
4. Tried by Pilate in Court

(lights on Pilates court)

Narrator
Jesus was placed before the Governor and questioned. But when the accusations rained down hot and heavy from the high priests and religious leaders, he said nothing. 

(Soldiers bring Jesus up on the chancel)
The soldiers assigned to the Governor took Jesus into the Governors palace and got the entire brigade together for some fun. They stripped him and dressed him in a purple robe. They pleated a crown from the branches of a thorn bush and set it on his head. They put a stick in his right hand for a sceptre. Then they knelt before him in mocking reverence: A Bravo, King of the Jews! “they said Bravo!” then they spit on him and hit him with a stick. 

Reader 2    Luke 23:1–5, 13–18a.

Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2They began to accuse him, saying, ‘We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.’ 3Then Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ He answered, ‘You say so.’ 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, ‘I find no basis for an accusation against this man.’ 5But they were insistent and said, ‘He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.’ (Pilate stands)
13 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14and said to them, ‘You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16I will therefore have him flogged and release him.’ 

18 Then they all shouted out together,

Narrator   (Cue card “Away with him! Set Barabbas free!”)

Reader 3     Luke 23:19–21a. 
19(Barabbas was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) 20Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; 21but they kept shouting,
Narrator    (Cue card “Crucify him! Crucify him!”)

Reader 3     Luke 23:22–25. 
22A third time he said to them, ‘Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him.’ 23But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. 24So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. 25He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished.
(Guard places crown of thorns on Jesus’ head and hands him the cross)

(lights off Pilate’s court)

Singing “Kyrie Eleison”
(Jesus walks with the cross out to the back)

5. The Walk to Golgotha

Narrator:   
Now I invite you to imagine this next part of our journey. Jesus is carrying the cross. He travels along a street running through the city and out to a place surrounded by a rock outcropping which looks like a skull. It is dry, and dusty. He is thirsty, tired, and in pain.
(Jesus walks down the central aisle with the soldiers. The disciples follow and watch from the fire set. Soldiers place the cross in the stand, drape the stool in black and tie Jesus’ hands to the cross) (Lights on this spot)
Reader 1    Luke 23:32–46.
32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ 38There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ 40But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ 42Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 43He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ 

The Death of Jesus

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.’ Having said this, he breathed his last. 

(immediately lights off everywhere but Jesus on the cross, then fade to black for 20 seconds)

Singing “Kyrie Eleison”

6. Jesus is Dead

(Slowly bring lights back on Jesus)

Reader 2   Read Luke 23:50–56.
50 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of the council, 51had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. 52This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. 54It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55The women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments.

Narrator

We have made our journey to the cross. We have followed Jesus through his story as it hauntingly resonates with the story of the world he loves so much. We are aware that the story is not over, that the one who trusted God in the garden of Gethsemane, entrusted God with his life. 
On the Sabbath, Friday night through Saturday, his friends were filled with deep sorrow and confusion. Saturday was the saddest day of their whole lives. We join them on this part of the journey too, and allow this story to shape us during this Holy Week. We, like Jesus, trust God, through to the end of the story.
1

